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I give  you  the  end  of  a golden  string , 
Only  wind  it  into  a ball , 

It  will  lead  you  in  at  Heaven’s  gate , 
Built  in  Jerusalem’s  wall  ’’ 

William  Blake,  Blake’s  Fourfold  Vision , 
Harold  C.  Goddard,  Pendle  Hill 
Pamphlet  #86,  p.  5. 

At  year’s  end  and  year’s  beginning,  I reflect  on  the 
Spirit  and  creativity  of  many  in  our  Monthly 
Meetings.  There  are  reports  in  newsletters  and  State 
of  Society  letters  from  Intermountain,  North  Pacific 
and  Pacific  Yearly  Meetings  about  increasing  concern 
and  involvement  in  response  to  local  needs  of  growing 
numbers  of  homeless  and  hungry  across  our  regions. 
Some  Meetings  are  active  also  in  aiding  medical 
centers  serving  the  poor,  especially  mothers  and 
infants. 

A number  of  Meetings  are  engaged  in  active  prison 
programs  or  in  support  of  such  programs  of  education, 
visitation,  worship  and  aid  to  prisoners  and  prisoner- 
families.  Some  Meetings  are  learning  how  to  teach 
conflict  resolution  programs  in  prisons  and  in  schools, 
using  New  York  Yearly  Meeting’s  program  as  a model. 

Other  Meetings  in  Pacific  and  North  Pacific  are 
devoting  time,  effort  and  prayerful  work  toward  the 
resolution  of  conflicts  that  have  arisen  around 
difficult  and  controversial  issues. 

We  invite  Friendly  readers  to  share  with  Friends 
Bulletin  whatever  helpful  experiences  they  have 
garnered  in  the  struggles  of  their  own  Meetings  to 
discern  God’s  will  and  truth  and  a way  forward. 

We  also  have  need  of  a volunteer  who  would  be 
able  to  receive  and  to  read  Meeting  newsletters 
forwarded  by  the  editor  and  to  prepare  a bi-monthly 
column  of  the  activities  of  Friends  in  worship  and 
faith,  peace  and  social  concerns,  education  and 
outreach.  We  have  had  no  one  to  replace  Jeanne 
Lohmann  who  wrote  such  a column  until  she 
retired  several  years  ago,  and  readers  tell  us  they 
miss  that  news. 

Mary  Etter,  Eugene  Meeting,  writes  of  Creativity 
Nights  held  at  the  Meeting  House  in  which  Friends  of 
all  ages  gather  to  display,  present,  discuss  and  enjoy 
their  own  creative  work.  Such  events  increase 

(Continued  on  page  98) 
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A Middle  East  Update 

by  Allan  Solomonow,  AFSC  Peace  Education  Staff, 
No.  CA  Regional  Office 
December  20,  1988 

In  three  dramatic  spurts  the  Palestine  Liberation 
Organization  has  opened  up  the  Middle  East  to  a 
direct  and  comprehensive  peace  process  that  has 
eluded  United  States’  policy  for  many  years.  First  in 
meetings  with  prominent  American  Jewish  leaders, 
then  at  a United  Nations  session  in  Geneva  and 
finally  in  a press  conference  the  following  day,  Yasser 
Arafat,  leader  of  the  world  Palestinian  community, 
has  recognized  Israel  and  repudiated  violence, 
challenging  Israel  to  reciprocate. 

Talks  between  the  United  States  and  the  PLO 
have  begun  in  earnest  and  with  it  the  prospect  that  an 
international  peace  conference  might  be  convened  at 
which  Israel  and  the  PLO  could  negotiate  with  each 
other  directly  and  reciprocally.  Unfortunately  and 
perhaps  ironically,  the  Palestinian  initiative  emerges 
at  a time  when  Israel  is  bitterly  divided  both  intern- 
ally  and  in  its  outlook  regarding  a possible  settlement 
with  the  Palestinian  people. 

Many  in  Israel  and  the  American  Jewish  commu- 
nity had  so  convinced  themselves  that  the  PLO  was  a 
“terrorist  demon”  (much  as  some  Americans  regard 
the  Soviets)  that  it  has  been  hard  to  accept  the  fact 
that  the  PLO  has,  without  any  reciprocal  guarantees 
from  Israel,  made  a major  commitment  many  thought 
to  be  impossible.  Yet  it  is  doing  the  “impossible,” 
breaking  the  rutted,  conventional  barriers  to  peace  as 
Anwar  Sadat  once  did.  Now  the  challenge  is  in  the 
hands  of  Americans  and  Israelis  to  seize  this  oppor- 
tunity and  to  begin  to  work  with  the  PLO  to  forge  a 
peace  process. 

The  United  States’  refusal  to  grant  a visa  to  Arafat, 
leading  to  an  unprecedented  U.N.  session  in  Geneva, 
helped  to  point  up  how  far  this  country  had  isolated 
itself  from  a creative  role  in  bringing  together  Israeli 
and  Palestinian  leadership.  With  every  nation  in  the 
world,  except  the  U.S.  and  Israel,  yearning  for  an 
Israeli/Palestinian  peace  process,  the  PLO  rose  to  the 
occasion  and  the  U.S.  yielded. 

Time  may  prove  to  be  a serious  concern  for  all 
sides.  The  Palestinians,  after  21  years  of  military 


occupation,  remain  skeptical  of  diplomacy.  The 
Israelis  are  so  divided  no  coherent  or  useful  response 
may  be  possible.  And  there  is  no  strong  indication 
that  the  Bush  administration  will  assume  the 
thoughtful  and  balanced  role  that  could  stimulate 
mutual  negotiations.  Without  real  leadership  and 
public  efforts  to  act  decisively  the  credibility  of  the 
peacemakers  will  gradually  erode  to  lec  rejectionism 
and  violence  reassert  themselves.  It  is  time  now  for 
gentle,  patient  pressure.  And  at  the  heart  of  those 
efforts  must  be  the  goal  of  self-determination  for  both 
Israel  and,  finally,  for  the  Palestinian  people. 

[Editor’s  note:  As  background  to  the  current 
dramatic  events  in  world  diplomacy  referred  to  here 
by  Allan  Solomonow,  we  include  in  this  issue 
excerpts  of  a panel  presentation  on  the  Middle  East 
which  took  place  at  PYM  in  August  1988,  which 
details  the  impact  of  the  Palestinian  uprising,  now 
more  than  a year’s  duration,  and  the  internal  changes 
in  Israel  as  it  has  reacted  to  the  uprising.] 


From  a Middle  East  Panel 
Presentation 

Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  August  1988 
Sponsored  by  the  AFSC 

Two  panelists  presented  here  are  Nadia  Betten - 
dorf  and  Deena  Hurwitz ♦ 

Nadia  Siad  Bettendorf  was  bom  in  Palestine  but 
grew  up  in  Israel.  Due  to  limited  educational 
opportunities  available  to  Palestinians  in  Israel,  she 
sought  and  was  granted  a scholarship  to  study  in  the 
United  States. 

Presently  Mrs.  Bettendorf  resides  in  Orange 
County,  California  where  she  teaches  French.  She  is 
a charter  member  and  director  of  the  American  Arab 
Anti- Discrimination  Committee,  a non-sectarian 
organization  that  defends  the  rights  and  promotes  the 
heritage  of  Arab  Americans  in  the  U.S.  and  Canada. 

Deena  Hurwitz  is  active  in  the  New  Jewish  Agenda 

(Continued  on  page  84) 
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(ME  Panel:  continued  from  page  83) 

and  has  led  peace  study  tours  to  the  Middle  East. 

Nadia:  First  they  were  called  riots,  then  they  were 
called  disturbances  and  finally  it  was  “The  Uprising:” 
welcome  to  the  Intifadeh  — Palestinian  style.  The 
uprising  on  the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  by  the  Palestin- 
ians has  lasted  eight  months  now  and  has  raised  many 
questions.  Top  of  the  list  is,  why  now?  I am  going  to 
discuss  the  roots  and  causes  of  the  uprising  and  talk  a 
little  about  what  the  consequences  will  be. 

First  we  have  two  immediate  catalysts,  and  then  I 
will  mention  two  long-term  cause  factors. 

The  first  immediate  trigger  was  the  November  26, 
1987  incident  of  the  hang  glider  in  which  a Palestin- 
ian guerilla  entered  Israel  from  the  north  and 
succeeded  in  killing  six  Israeli  soldiers.  Young 
Palestinians  took  note  of  the  importance  of  individual 
action.  The  second  trigger  was  a December  8,  1987 
incident  in  Gaza  in  which  Palestinian  workers  were 
killed  when  their  van  was  hit  by  an  Israeli  truck. 
Rumors  spread  quickly  through  Gaza  that  it  was  not 
an  accident  but  in  retaliation  for  the  killing  of  an 
Israeli  soldier.  To  date  the  truth  is  not  known. 

But  more  than  these  immediate  catalysts  it  is  the 
long-term  factors  that  are  important:  more  than 
twenty  years  of  human  rights  and  civil  rights  viola- 
tions under  Israeli  occupation  and  the  frustration  with 
the  Arab  governments’  failure  to  give  priority  to  the 
Palestinian  question. 

Let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  costly  years  of 
occupation.  There  is  the  land  confiscation:  53%  of 
West  Bank  territory  has  been  confiscated  by  Israel’s 
installing  56,000  settlers  on  the  West  Bank.  On  the 
Gaza  strip,  33%  of  the  land  was  confiscated  to  house 
27,000  settlers.  Not  many  people  hear  about  the  Gaza 
strip.  It  has  been  called  the  land  that  God  forgot.  It 
is  the  most  densely  populated  area  in  the  world  with 
3/4ths  of  a million  people  living  on  this  narrow  strip 
of  land. 

There  is  the  legal  system  under  which  the 
Palestinians  live:  innumerable  regulations  govern 
their  daily  life.  Arbitrary  arrests,  detentions  without 
charge  and  without  trial;  torture  in  the  jails  as 
reported  by  Amnesty  International  in  1977  and  1985 
and  recently  AI  reported  on  the  misuse  of  tear  gas 
cannisters. 


There  is  the  absence  of  political  freedom:  books 
and  magazines  are  banned  from  the  territories.  These 
same  magazines  and  books  are  found  just  a few  miles 
away  on  Israeli  territory  in  Jerusalem.  The  Palestinian 
press  is  censored,  its  editors  subject  to  imprisonment 
and  deportation. 

Eighteen  thousand  Palestinian  homes  have  been 
demolished  by  the  Israeli  authorities  as  collective 
punishment,  in  addition  to  the  imposition  of  curfews 
and  the  closing  of  schools. 

Many  people  talk  about  the  Intifadeh  as  a law  and 
order  problem  for  the  Israeli  government.  Let  me 
assure  you  it  is  not.  It  is  a nation-state  concept 
created  by  all  groups  within  the  Palestinian  popula- 
tion be  they  Christian  or  Moslem,  secular  or  religious. 
It  is  a grass  roots  movement  involving  the  people  of 
the  towns  and  the  villages  as  well  as  the  refugee 
camps,  and  it  cuts  across  class,  age,  religion  — all 
segments  of  society.  It  is  a movement  whose  political 
aims  are  liberation  from  the  occupation  and  self- 
determination  with  a Palestinian  state  of  its  own.  It 
consists  of  youth  organizations,  community  centers, 
labor  unions,  women’s  organizations  and  groups 
involved  in  medical  and  agricultural  work.  There  is 
no  one  single  leader. 

People  are  elected  to  leadership  committees  based 
on  ability  and  contributions.  That  is  why  the  Israeli 
authorities  deport  or  arrest  anyone  whom  they  think 
is  the  leader.  Then  someone  else  comes  and  takes  his 
or  her  place.  For  example,  the  Palestinian  Medical 
Relief  Committee  was  organized  to  assemble  first  aid 
kits  to  distribute  to  besieged  villages  and  refugee 
camps.  The  Committee  put  together  a group  of  vol- 
unteers to  go  out  to  distribute  first  aid  kits  because 
many  have  not  been  able,  due  to  curfews,  to  reach 
clinics  and  hospitals  to  obtain  first  aid  for  their 
injuries.  Another  example  is  the  day  care  centers 
sponsored  by  women’s  organizations  which  are 
mushrooming  everywhere.  The  mornings  are  used  to 
educate  pre-schoolers,  and  in  the  afternoons,  the 
centers  are  used  to  teach  women  all  kinds  of  skills. 
Some  sponsor  income-generating  projects.  For 
example,  in  one  of  them  they  have  a cracker  factory 
and  the  income  is  used  to  pay  the  teachers  and  to 
purchase  material  needed  for  the  pre-school. 

Agronomists  and  farmers  work  collectively  to 
reclaim  the  land,  develop  collective  marketing 
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strategies  and  deliver  relief  aid  to  refugee  camps  and 
villages.  People  are  encouraged  to  raise  chickens, 
rabbits  and  small  animals  to  provide  eggs,  meat  and 
milk.  They  are  encouraged  to  farm  whatever  little 
piece  of  land  they  have  to  grow  vegetables.  People  in 
the  grass  roots  organizations  talk  about  how  these 
efforts  help  them  overcome  their  sense  of  isolation 
and  fear.  When  a new  problem  arises,  there  are  inno- 
vative techniques.  For  example,  when  there  is  a 
strike,  the  shopkeepers  close  their  stores.  When  the 
IDF  (Israeli  Defense  Forces)  come  and  break  the  locks 
on  the  shops,  there  is  a committee  of  locksmiths. 
Little  kids  come  and  collect  these  broken  locks  and 
bring  them  to  the  locksmiths  and  15-20  minutes 
later  they  are  back.  This  is  the  spirit  created  by  the 
Intifadeh. 

I am  sure  you  have  heard  about  the  Unified 
Command  for  the  Uprising.  While  the  grass  roots 
organziations  do  their  own  thing  and  make  local 
decisions,  the  UC  plans  and  coordinates  strikes  and 
protests  called  to  take  place  simultaneously  on  the 
West  Bank  and  Gaza.  Attention  is  paid  to  factors 
influencing  people’s  ability  to  sustain  the  protests.  As 
one  committee  member  said  and  this  was  quoted  in 
the  New  York  Times : “We  do  not  make  demands  that 
people  cannot  meet.  We  know  the  pulse  of  the 


Nadia  Said  Bettendorf.  Drawing  by  Nancy  Lynch,  Santa 
Barbara  Meeting. 


streets.” 

The  impact  of  the  Intifadeh  upon  Palestinian 
society  is  very  important;  it  is  social,  psychological, 
educational  and  economic.  All  sectors  of  society  are 
participating  — families,  women,  everybody. 
Psychologically  the  Palestinians  are  confident  of  their 
ability  to  change  their  condition.  The  barrier  of  fear 
has  been  broken;  patience  and  endurance  in  the  face 
of  suffering  have  grown. 

Politically  the  differences  among  the  various 
groups  within  the  Palestinian  community  have  melted 
away.  Unity  of  purpose  is  apparent.  This  is  important 
for  a society  which  for  twenty  years  has  agreed  to 
forsake  its  own  strength,  so  to  speak,  and  its  own 
culture  as  it  went  to  work  to  provide  Israel  with  cheap 
labor.  Now  human  values  have  assumed  precedence 
over  material  ones. 

Economically,  Palestinians  are  willing  to  restrict 
consumption,  fostering  greater  sharing  and  mutual 
support.  Return  to  the  land  and  self-sufficiency  is 
very  important;  and  a boycott  of  Israeli  products  has 
been  practiced  for  at  least  the  last  eight  months. 

When  the  Intifadeh  started,  many  people  did  not 
take  it  seriously.  We  see  now  that  it  is  an  expression 
of  rage  and  a challenge  to  the  Israeli  authorities  that 
the  occupation  cannot  go  on  forever.  Despite  what 
Mr.  Rabin  says  and  wants  the  rest  of  the  world  to 
believe,  it  is  not  a law  and  order  situation.  Force  and 
beatings  are  what  Israeli  soldiers  are  using  on  the 
West  Bank.  They  can  break  the  bones  of  the  people 
but  neither  Mr.  Rabin  nor  the  IDF  can  break  the 
indomitable  spirit  of  the  Palestinian  people. 

Many  people  ask:  What  do  the  Palestinians  want? 
The  Palestinians  have  presented  fourteen  demands  at 
a press  conference  in  January.  In  June  and  July  we 
still  hear  people  saying:  But  what  do  they  want? 
Nobody  pays  attention  to  what  the  Palestinians  want. 
That  is  because  the  American  press  has  not  really 
published  the  Palestinians’  demands,  although  there 
are  many  sources  where  the  public  can  find  these  de- 
mands. They  were  presented  to  George  Shultz  at  a 
press  conference  on  January  14th.  Shultz  has  not 
even  discussed  them  or  acknowledged  that  they 
contain  anything  of  merit.  The  following  are  some  of 
the  major  demands  of  the  Palestinians  to  the  Israeli 
government: 

(Continued  on  page  86) 
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1)  To  abide  by  the  Geneva  convention  and  all  other 
agreements  pertaining  to  the  protection  of  civilians 
and  their  property  rights  under  occupation. 

2)  To  declare  the  emergency  regulations  of  the 
British  mandate  null  and  void  and  to  stop  applying 
the  iron  fist  policy. 

3)  To  release  all  prisoners  who  were  arrested.  The 
estimate  is  between  7, COO  - 9,000.  Some  have  been 
released  but  there  are  5,000  - 6,000  still  jailed  without 
trial  and  without  charges. 

4)  To  cancel  the  policy  of  expulsion,  allowing  all 
exiled  Palestinians  to  return  to  their  homes. 

5)  To  lift  the  siege  of  the  Palestinian  refugee  camps. 

6)  To  carry  out  a formal  inquiry  into  the  behavior  of 
soldiers,  especially  behavior  that  has  caused  death  to 
civilians. 

7)  To  cease  all  settlement  activities  and  land 
confiscation  and  release  all  land  already  confiscated. 

Deena:  I grew  up  as  a secular  Jew  in  New  York.  It 
wasn’t  until  I went  to  the  Middle  East  in  1981  that  I 
became  the  least  bit  interested  in  these  issues.  In 
1981  I went  to  Egypt,  Israel,  the  Occupied  Territories 
and  Lebanon.  The  trip  literally  changed  my  life.  I 
came  back  and  became  involved  with  the  New  Jewish 
Agenda  which  is  the  largest  organization  I could  find 
which  seemed  to  be  speaking  my  mind.  I am  now  the 
co'chair  of  the  Agenda’s  Middle  East  Task  Force.  I 
am  also  on  the  working  committee  of  AFSC’s 
Northern  California  ME  Committee  with  Allan 
Solomonow  whom  you  probably  know.  Through  the 
Resource  Center  for  Nonviolence  in  Santa  Cruz  I 
have  co- led  peace  study  delegations  with  my  colleague 
Scott  Kennedy.  We  have  taken  five  groups  to  the 
Middle  East.  I was  over  there  again  in  late  April  and 
early  May  of  this  year  with  Scott,  just  the  two  of  us.  I 
was  asked  to  talk  today  about  the  political  and  social 
climate  in  Israel.  Of  course,  my  comments  will  be 
entirely  framed  by  the  Intifadeh  because  that  is 
dictating  what  is  going  on  over  there. 

Nadia  described  the  uprising  for  Palestinians  as  a 
kind  of  restructuring  of  their  society.  As  you  can 
imagine,  the  uprising  has  completely  pulled  the  rug 
out  from  under  the  Israelis.  Whatever  their  attitude 
had  been  toward  the  occupation,  there  was  a 
tremendous  amount  of  acceptance  and  a sense  of 


normalacy.  The  best  way  to  describe  what  is  going  on 
in  Israel  now  is  to  acknowledge  that  the  uprising  has 
accelerated  the  political  polarization  which  was 
already  growing  in  Israeli  society.  The  challenge  to 
the  authority  of  the  occupation  really  shocked  the 
Israeli  army  and  the  Israeli  people. 

The  Israeli  government’s  response  to  the  uprising 
started  off  with  a two-pronged  plan.  First  there  was  a 
blitz  against  the  entire  Palestinian  community.  If  you 
remember  back  to  the  winter  and  early  spring,  there 
was  a tremendous  outpouring  of  outrage  with  all  of 
the  pictures  in  the  news  and  the  questioning  of  the 
way  the  army  was  responding.  Many  Israelis  and 
much  of  the  mainstream  American  community  felt 
that  world  opinion  was  overreacting  and  was  unfair.  I 
think  that  it  was  really  the  first  time  we  had  a birdseye 
view  of  the  Occupation  because  everything  was 
stepped  up.  Those  kinds  of  encounters  between  the 
Israeli  Army  and  the  Palestinians  have  been  going  on 
for  some  time  — maybe  not  on  the  same  scale.  All 
this  backfired  on  the  Israeli  government  and  created  a 
lot  of  pressure  from  the  American  Jewish 
community  — even  that  community  was  not  pleased 
with  what  they  saw. 

The  second  part  of  the  Israeli  offical  plan  was  a 
concentrated  effort  to  break  the  political  structure  of 
the  Palestinians  and  especially  of  the  Unified 
Command  which  they  would  do  with  arrests,  curfews 
and  deportations.  The  irony  and  problem  is  that  they 
never  quite  grasped,  as  Nadia  has  already  said,  that 
there  was  no  identifiable  leadership. 

When  Mubarak  Awad  was  deported  (if  some  of 
you  are  not  familiar  with  Awad,  he  is  the  Palestinian 
advocate  of  nonviolence  and  founder  of  the  Jerusalem 
Center  for  the  Study  of  Nonviolence),  Israeli 
authorities  claimed  that  he  was  a leader  of  the 
Uprising.  That  was  another  grasping  at  straws  either 
for  putting  blame  for  the  Uprising  or  for  hanging 
something  important  on  Awad.  At  any  rate,  the  two 
things  that  the  Israeli  government  continues  to  try  to 
do  is  discredit  the  uprising  and  show  that  it  really  has 
no  effect  on  Israel.  I would  not  say  that  they  have 
succeeded,  but  I would  say  that  it  is  true  that  the 
Uprising  has  had  more  of  an  impact  on  the  Palestine 
ans  than  it  has  had  on  radically  changing  anything  in 
Israeli  society. 

One  direct  way  that  the  Israeli  authorities  have 
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tried  to  discredit  the  uprising  has  been  by  provoking 
demonstrations  or  by  providing  new  phases  in  the 
Uprising.  There  was  a phase  in  mid 'June  with  fires; 
personally,  I do  not  think  that  that  was  initiated 
entirely  by  the  Palestinians.  I think  the  Jewish 
settlers  had  some  impact  on  this.  I think  that  was 
orchestrated  or  at  least  the  spontenaity  manipulated 
by  the  government.  The  other  way  that  the  Israeli 
officials  tried  to  impact  the  uprising  was  to  show  that 
Israel  was  in  control  of  what  was  going  on.  There  is 
lots  of  interesting  discussion  as  to  who  is  on  the 
offensive  and  who  on  the  defensive,  starting  from  the 
very  beginning  when  leaflets  would  call  for  closing 
shops  between  9:00  - 12:00  in  the  morning.  The 
authorities  would  come  along  and  try  to  close  the 
shops  down  when  they  expected  them  to  be  open 
from  noon  to  three.  The  next  leaflet  would  say  that 
shops  should  be  closed  from  noon  to  three  and  the 
authorities  would  come  around  and  try  to  close  the 
shops  from  9:00  - 12:00.  It  has  been  a very  interesting 
“who’s  on  first”  kind  of  thing. 

During  our  trips,  we  went  through  hospitals  and 
saw  them  filled  with  young  people.  For  the  kids  in  the 
hospitals,  it  is  an  honor  to  have  been  hurt  for  the 
Uprising  — to  have  given  of  themselves. 

The  next  demonstration  of  control  that  Israel  has 
tried  to  establish  was  seen  as  a kind  of  international 
muscle  flexing.  First,  the  incursion  into  Lebanon  in 
May  or  June,  and  then  the  assassination  of  Abu  Jihad, 
which  was,  I think,  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  Israel  to 
say,  “We  are  still  on  top.  We  are  still  calling  the 
shots.”  In  that  case  the  Israelis  did  strike  a blow  to 
the  Uprising  because  Jihad  was  a very  important 
leader  or  at  least  strategist  for  the  Intifadeh. 

Around  Land  Day  the  Israelis  closed  all  the  borders 
to  the  Occupied  Territories  which  was  ironic  since 
that  was  one  of  the  goals  of  the  Uprising  — to 
separate  the  Occupied  Territories  from  Israel.  The 
Israelis  shut  the  borders  down  and  made  it  very  clear 
that  there  is  a separation  between  Israel  and  the 
Occupied  Territories. 

Those  in  Israel  who  say  that  the  Uprising  is  for  the 
total  destruction  of  Israel  have  a great  deal  of 
influence  and  power,  because  people  really  think  that 
the  Uprising  would  spread  to  Israel.  I started  off  by 
saying  that  there  is  a great  deal  of  polarization  within 
Israel.  The  polarization  has  accelerated  with  the 


settlers  carrying  on  with  what  they  wanted  to  do  — a 
sort  of  vigilanteism  — and  the  Army  and  government 
looking  the  other  way.  With  the  Uprising  the  Peace 
camp  in  Israel  has  regenerated  (in  fact  I heard  several 
people  say  there  has  been  an  Uprising  of  the  Left  in 
Israel.)  With  those  two  forces  or  factors  there  is  a 
tremendous  amount  of  polarization.  Most  of  you  have 
probably  heard  of  “Peace  Now.”  It  is  the  largest,  most 
mainstream  of  the  Israeli  peace  groups  which  has 
wanted  to  stay  within  the  consensus  so  that  it  could 
mobilize  the  largest  amount  of  public  support.  Even 
Peace  Now,  when  we  were  there  in  April,  was  talking 
about  “End  the  Occupation.”  If  Peace  Now  is  so 
mainstream  (and  I do  believe  it  is),  then  I think  it  is 
fair  to  say  that  the  majority  opinion  in  Israel  is  “End 
• the  Occupation.”  Before  the  Uprising,  Peace  Now 
would  talk  only  about  trading  land  for  peace  and  what 
is  good  for  a democratic  Israel. 

There  is  a large  majority  in  Israel  presently  which 
might  fall  into  Peace  Now.  Then  there  is  the  Right, 
perhaps  25%  ranging  from  not  falling  in  the  Peace 
Now  camp  to  the  far  right  with  Kahane.  Then  there 
is  the  very  small  group  on  the  Left,  10  - 15%.  These 
two  polar  opposites  are  trying  to  bring  the  mainstream 
into  their  camp,  and  they  are  succeeding,  which  is 
what  I mean  by  this  great  polarization. 

There  are  two  issues  which  I think  delineate  the 
Left  and  those  are  recognizing  and  dealing  with  the 
PLO  and  speaking  very  clearly  and  specifically  about  a 
two-state  solution.  You  will  hear  some  people  in 
Peace  Now  say  that  they  accept  those  positions  and 
others  will  say  that  Peace  Now  doesn’t  take  a position 
on  those.  It  is  changing,  but  it  has  not  completely 
changed  yet. 

The  rest  of  the  Left  felt  very  disparate  to  me  in  the 
Spring.  There  have  been  about  twenty  groups  or 
more  that  have  sprung  up  but  they  were  not  in 
cooperation  very  much.  As  anybody  who  is  familiar 
with  the  Left,  whether  in  Israel  or  here,  knows,  it  is 
probably  a general  principal  that  there  is  a lot  of 
competition.  Some  of  the  groups  are  very  exciting 
and  very  interesting.  I will  mention  just  a few  of 
them.  Notably  Yesh  Gvul  which  started  with  the 
Lebanon  war.  Yesh  Gvul  means  “there  is  a limit,” 
“there  is  a border.”  It  started  with  soldiers  and 
reservists  refusing  to  serve  in  Lebanon.  I remember 
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(ME  Panel:  continued  from  page  87) 
talking  to  members  of  Yesh  Gvul  in  1983  and  saying: 
“Why  don’t  you  do  the  same  thing  in  the  Occupied 
Territories?”  Some  people  were  ready  but  a lot  of 
Yesh  Gvul  members  were  not  ready  for  this  in  1983. 
Now  the  group  is  growing  and  is  very  important.  In 
July  the  31st  member  of  Yesh  Gvul  went  to  prison. 
While  that  might  sound  small  to  us,  the  relative  scale 
is  about  75  times,  so  if  you  think  of  31  times  75  — if 
you  imagine  a movement  of  2,500  young  men  refusing 
to  serve  — that  is  quite  impressive.  (In  late  Septem- 
ber  there  were  over  200  cases  pending,  and  650 
Israelis  signed  a statement  pledging  to  refuse  to  serve 
in  the  Occupied  Territories.) 

Then  there  is  a group  called  Kav  Adorn  which  is 
the  Redline.  They  did  a march  from  the  north  in  the 
Gallilee  clear  down  to  Jerusalem.  What  is  important 
about  that  march  is  that  it  was  one  of  the  first 
cooperative  actions  with  Israeli  Arabs  and  Israeli  Jews. 

Day-La  Kibush  which  means  Down  with  the 
Occupation,  is  a group  that  got  started  at  the 
beginning  of  the  Uprisings.  It  brings  Israeli  Jews  to 
visit  camps  and  villages  in  the  Occupied  Territories. 
Many  Israelis  made  trips  into  villages  and  camps  or 
participated  in  marches  for  the  first  time.  This  is 
important. 

“Women  in  Black”  is  important  because  it  is  one  of 
the  first  groups  composed  entirely  of  women  and  it 
has  organized  weekly  vigils  in  East  Jerusalem.  We 
went  to  see  one  and  it  was  women  of  all  ages,  includ- 
ing little  kids  and  older  women,  standing  there  in 
black  holding  signs  that  say,  “Down  with  the  Occupa- 
tion! End  the  Occupation!” 

The  actions  of  these  groups  and  the  cooperation 
between  Arabs  and  Jew  are  notable  because  they  are 
new.  The  official  Israeli  response  has  been  to  try  to 
discredit,  arrest  or  somehow  stop  these  actions.  This 
new  dimension  to  the  Left  in  Israel  is  both  noted, 
appreciated  and  encouraged  by  the  Uprising.  It  is 
very  conscious  and  intentional. 

Officially,  the  Israelis  have  not  found  a way  to 
respond  to  the  Uprising.  They  are  still  lashing  out. 
Just  three  days  ago  Faisal  Husseini,  the  director  of  the 
Arab  Studies  Society  in  East  Jerusalem,  was  arrested 
again  after  spending  nine  months  in  administrative 
detention.  His  crime  was  meeting  with  Israelis  and 
speaking  publicly  in  an  East  Jerusalem  meeting  with 


Israeli  Jews  from  Peace  Now  about  the  Bassam  Abu 
Sharif  statement.*  That  is  a paper  in  which  Bassam 
Abu  Sharif,  a PLO  member  and  adviser  to  Arafat, 
called  for  direct  negotiations  between  the  PLO  and 
Israel.  In  arresting  Husseini  again,  of  course,  nothing 
was  said  about  his  meeting  with  the  Israelis  being  a 
problem.  They  said  he  was  arrested  because  he  was 
one  of  the  founders  and  initiators  of  the  Uprising 
which  was  so  transparent  as  to  make  me  laugh  out 
loud.  He  has  been  in  administrative  detention  for 
probably  six  out  of  the  last  nine  months  so  there  is 
very  little  way  that  he  could  have  led  or  initiated  the 
Uprising. 

* A copy  of  the  entire  statement  issued  by  Bassam 
Abu  Sharif  is  available  from  the  Middle  East  Program, 
AFSC,  980  North  Fair  Oaks,  Pasadena,  CA  91103. 


[Note  from  Bea  Miller , Clerk,  ME  Task  Force , 
Pasadena  office  of  AFSC: 

Mary  Autenreith,  a Friend  who  with  her  husband 
Horace  has  been  AFSC  representatives  in  Amman, 
Jordan,  for  the  past  three  years,  will  be  in  California 
in  January.  Meetings  who  would  like  to  speak  about 
the  Middle  East  with  Mary  may  arrange  to  do  so  by 
contacting  the  closest  regional  AFSC  office.] 


Deena  Hurwitz.  Drawing  by  Nancy  Lynch,  Santa 
Barbara  Meeting. 
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Friends  in  Need  — Seven  Reminders 
to  Myself 

by  Claire  R.  Farrer,  Urbana  (I L)  Monthly  Meeting 
residing  in  Paradise,  CA 

Cancer,  AIDS,  multiple  sclerosis:  these  are  words 
that  cause  each  of  us  to  have  an  involuntary  shudder. 
But  what  can  we  do  when  one  of  our  Friends,  or 
friends,  is  a victim  to  these  or  other  catastrophic 
illnesses?  How  can  individuals  minister  to  each  other 
in  times  of  need? 

I do  not  pretend  to  have  all  the  answers  to  these, 
and  related,  questions  that  have  occupied  much  of  my 
thinking  in  recent  months  as  I experienced  cancer.  I 
am  an  active,  independent,  college  professor  who  lives 
alone  and  whose  self-image  never  admitted  the 
possibility  of  a catastrophic  illness.  Being  visited  by 
one  caused  not  only  changes  in  lifestyle  but  also 
changes  in  the  ways  in  which  Friends/friends  and 
family  interacted  with  me.  More  importantly,  cancer 
has  taught  me  what  I call  “reminders  to  myself:" 
things  I don’t  want  to  forget  about  being  ill  and  those 
who  helped  me  through  the  tough  times. 

One  of  my  colleagues  at  California  State  Univer- 
sity, Chico,  happened  to  telephone  me  the  afternoon 
I received  the  news  that  the  mammogram  indicated  a 
malignancy,  “with  95%  probability  of  accuracy.”  I, 
who  am  always  so  in  control,  began  to  cry  as  I 
explained  to  him  what  my  options  were.  His 
response,  “I’ll  take  your  classes  next  week,”  forced  me 
back  into  practicality,  out  of  my  feelings  of  self-pity 
and  fright. 

But  his  response  was  more  than  that:  he  had 
offered  a service  he  could  perform,  was  willing  to  do, 
and  that  I needed  done.  This  became  Reminder  #1: 
be  specific  in  what  you  can  do.  Those  who  were 
consistently  the  most  help  during  the  next  twelve 
weeks  of  operation,  post-op.,  and  radiation  were  the 
people  who  called  to  offer  specific  services. 

Do  you  drive?  If  so,  you  may  wish  to  take  your 
Friend  to  therapy,  to  the  physician,  to  the  movies,  to 
the  store  or  offer  to  fill  the  Friend’s  list  as  well  as  your 
own  when  you  are  out  shopping.  Many  people  find 
that  the  course  of  a catastrophic  illness  leaves  them 
progressively  more  debilitated.  In  such  situations, 
what  can  be  accomplished  in  week  two  might  be 


impossible  in  week  seven.  Checking  with  your  Friend 
occassionally  on  changing  needs  can  eliminate  the 
often  embarrassing  necessity  of  a request  for  aid. 

Do  you  have  a morning,  afternoon,  evening,  or 
weekend  time  when  you  could  mow  a lawn,  water 
plants,  clean  house,  do  laundry,  cook?  A person  who 
faces  a long  illness  or  recouperative  period  may  have 
energy  one  day  and  feel  completely  depleted  the  next. 
Knowing  essential  services  will  be  performed  allows 
the  person  the  freedom  of  mind  to  concentrate  on 
getting  well  or  making  it  through  a treatment 
program.  Everyday  housekeeping  and  maintenance 
chores  can  be  a burden. 

Sometimes  the  energy  cycles  are  of  much  shorter 
duration.  People  with  catastrophic  illnesses  often  find 
they  have  the  energy  to  fix  a meal  but  then  have  no 
energy  to  eat  it.  Those  of  us  who  are  well  and  able- 
bodied  do  not  realize  how  much  energy  it  takes  just  to 
get  to  a table  and  eat.  How  lovely  it  was  when 
someone  thoughtfully  provided  food. 

My  relatives  are  in  the  Bay  Area  or  Southern 
California,  with  some  scattered  through  the  South- 
west and  the  East.  Obviously  with  the  closest  being 
over  a four-hour  drive  away,  it  was  impossible  to  rely 
upon  them  for  the  kind  of  care  I would  need. 

However,  both  my  sister  and  mother,  who  were  with 
me  alternately  for  the  first  three  weeks,  cooked  ahead 
and  froze  individual  entree  portions;  I silently  blessed 
them  countless  times  for  their  thoughtfulness.  On 
days  when  I could  not  cook,  all  I had  to  do  was  to  re- 
heat an  entree  and  add  a piece  of  fruit  or  vegetable  for 
a balanced  meal.  I provided  the  food;  they  did  the 
preparation.  Those  meals  were  true  life-savers  for  me. 
And  they  led  to  Reminder  #2:  don’t  be  modest  about 
your  skills  when  offering  assistance. 

If  you  are  a skilled  cook,  how  about  preparing  an 
extra  portion  or  two  for  your  Friend  in  need?  Of 
course,  one  must  be  careful  to  check  to  be  sure  there 
are  no  dietary  restrictions.  But,  in  many  instances, 
what  you  prepare  for  yourself  and  your  family  would 
be  greatly  appreciated  by  your  Friend  in  need.  If  you 
don’t  cook,  you  might  consider,  as  did  one  of  my 
neighbors,  an  occasional  assortment  of  fresh  fruit. 

One  young  woman  I met  while  teaching  at  CSU 
now  works  for  our  local  newspaper.  When  she  heard 
of  my  surgery,  she  telephoned  to  say  she  was  bringing 

(Continued  on  page  90) 


PAGE  90  — JANUARY  1989 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


(Seven  Reminders:  continued  from  page  89) 
an  indoor  picnic  to  my  home.  She  asked  what  things 
I especially  liked  on  picnics  and  which  of  several  days 
was  best  for  me.  She  not  only  followed  her  own 
schedule,  that  is  heavily  dependent  upon  particular 
feature  deadlines,  but  also  she  allowed  me  some 
flexibility  too. 

Flexibility  and  freedom  of  choice  are  commodities 
ill  people  must  often  sacrifice.  That  kind  of  sacrifice, 
which  limits  autonomy,  can  make  the  ill  person  feel 
horribly  dependent  and  unable  to  manage  on  her/his 
own,  thus  contributing  to  an  erosion  of  self-con- 
fidence  at  precisely  the  time  when  self-confidence  is 
most  important.  The  indoor  picnic,  by  the  way,  was  a 
wonderful  success  and  one  of  the  tastier  times  I can 
recall  through  that  difficult  period  of  my  life. 

Reminder  #3,  keep  in  contact  with  those  who  may  be 
unable  to  sustain  contact  themselves , came  from  those  of 
my  colleagues  who,  like  all  of  us  in  the  CSU  system, 
must  teach  four  courses  a semester,  hold  office  hours, 
do  committee  work,  and  do  community  service  in 
addition,  of  course,  to  publishing  or  risk  perishing. 

There  were  many  who  telephoned  on  a regular 
basis  whose  own  busy  lives  prevented  them  from 
coming  to  the  hospital  or  my  home.  Their  calls  kept 
me  apprised  of  campus  doings  and  simple  everyday 
things  one  is  so  apt  to  lose  track  of  during  prolonged 
illnesses.  The  telephone  calls  were  not  necessarily 
long  but  they  came  at  regular  intervals.  One  former 
colleague,  who  now  teaches  in  Connecticut,  called 
each  weekend  to  tell  me  jokes  he  had  collected  during 
the  week.  How  I looked  forward  to  Sundays  and  his 
telephone  call! 

Again,  common  sense  must  prevail;  it  is  always  a 
good  idea  in  the  first  one  or  two  calls  to  check  on 
convenient  times  for  the  patient.  Post- operative  calls 
were  welcomed  at  any  time;  but  after  some  of  the 
debilitating  effects  of  radiation  therapy  became 
apparent,  I really  needed  a couple  of  hours  after  the 
daily  therapy  when  I could  simply  lie  quietly  or  sleep. 

I particularly  appreciated  those  who  were  sensitive  to 
the  possibility  of  my  own  changing  needs  who  would 
inquire  about  time  to  telephone. 

Another  former  colleague  who  teaches  in  the 
Midwest  wrote  me  a brief  note  each  day  during  the 
six-week  course  of  the  radiation.  Sometimes  they 
were  postal  cards,  sometimes  fancy  cards,  sometimes 


folded  notebook  paper:  each  was  important  to  me. 
She  kept  me  apprised  of  happenings  on  my  former 
campus,  when  the  first  crocus  peeked  out  from  under 
the  snow,  the  color  of  the  sky  during  an  approaching 
storm,  the  doings  of  people  with  whom  I used  to 
associate,  or  sometimes  just  a line  or  two  saying  she 
cared.  Such  a lovely  gift! 

It  is  difficult  to  be  always  on  the  receiving  end  of 
assistance;  try  to  allow  your  Friend  in  need  to  befriend 
as  well.  Reminder  #4  works  both  for  the  giver  and 
receiver:  be  gracious.  When  I began  to  feel  better  and 
more  able  again  to  take  total  care  of  myself,  I was 
anxious  to  give  to  others  — not  specifically  returning 
favors,  for  I believe  in  the  saying,  what-  goes- around - 
comes-around,  but  rather  to  spread  thoughtfulness. 

I once  bought  four  pounds  of  jelly  babies  — that’s 
a whole  lot  of  candy  even  for  one  as  crazy  about  them 
as  I am.  Some  I took  to  the  radiation  therapy  staff  at 
the  hospital,  some  I gave  to  neighbors  or  folks  who 
dropped  by  the  house.  It  was  very  difficult  to  give  to 
some  people,  I found.  A few  were  afraid  they’d 
become  ill  if  they  touched  anything  I’d  been  around; 
it  is  difficult  to  be  considered  a pariah.  Some  others 
felt  sick  people,  or,  presumbly,  those  recovering, 
should  lie  still  with  the  vapors  a la  Camille  or  Sarah 
Bernhart.  How  I appreciated  those  who  graciously 
said  they  were  pleased  I was  well  enough  to  begin  to 
think  of  others. 

If  you  are  one  of  those  who  believes  being  near  a 
person  who  is  ill  will  also  cause  you  to  become  ill, 
limit  your  contact  to  the  telephone  or  writing.  If  you 
are  in  personal  contact,  at  least  try  to  be  gracious 
when  a person  who  is,  or  recently  has  been,  ill 
attempts  to  give  to  you.  You  don’t  have  to  eat  the 
jelly  babies,  for  example,  but  it  is  nice  when  people 
are  gracious  in  receiving  them. 

Reminder  # 5 is  one  I learned  last  summer  when  I 
was  temporarily  caring  for  an  old  and  dear  friend  who 
has  multiple  sclerosis.  She  was  diagnosed  with  the 
disease  over  twenty  years  ago  and  I have  become  quite 
used  to  the  limits  on  her  activities.  But  it  was  not 
until  last  summer,  when  actually  staying  with  her  for  a 
week  while  her  husband  was  out  of  town,  that  I 
realized  how  many  people  shy  away  from  those  with 
long-term  health  problems.  People  who  were  once 
good  friends  of  hers  no  longer  come  around.  I don’t 
know  the  reasons  why  but  I suspect  some  are  re- 


cut-off  line 


This  is  as  close  to  a string  around  your  finger  as  we  can  manage: 

SUBSCRIPTION  RENEWALS  FOR  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 

FOR  1989 
PAYABLE  NOW 

Have  you  renewed?  Have  you  subscribed  for  a student,  a family  member 
or  a Friend  in  your  Meeting  not  acquainted  with  the  larger  body  of  Friends? 

Won't  you  help  us  increase  our  circulation  by  giving  a gift  subscription? 

(See  forms  below.) 

Many  thanks! 

If  you  are  an  individual  subscriber,  please  fill  out  this  form,  write  your  check  for 
$16.00  to  Friends  Bulletin,  detach  the  form,  enclosing  your  check;  fold  in  half,  and 
mail  it  with  a 22  cent  stamp.  (The  form  is  addressed  on  the  reverse  side.  Staple  or 
tape  edges.)  Deadline  for  renewals  is  January  1,  1989. 

If  you  are  a group  subscriber,  please  renew  with  your  Meeting  by  giving  your 
check  to  your  treasurer  or  to  the  person  designated  by  your  Meeting  to  take  care 
of  renewals. 

Gifts  to  Friends  Bulletin  are  tax  deductible  and  most  welcome.  Our  budget 
depends,  in  part,  on  them. 

I am  enclosing  an  additional  amount  as  a gift:  $ • 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP  CODE 

Gift  Subscription:  please  send  a gift  subscription  ($16.00)  to: 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP  CODE 

Suggestions  for  future  topics: 


I would  like  to  contribute  articles  or  ? 


I would  be  interested  in  serving  on  Bulletin  Committee or  in  helping 

with  a subscription  drive  in  my  Meeting . 

I would  like  to  suggest  the  following  additions  or  changes  in  Friends  Bulletin:  


[Please  help  your  editors  by  taking  a few  minutes  to  write  your  check  and  enclose 
it  in  this  form.  Many  office  hours  and  much  money  can  be  saved  with  your  help. 
Thanks !] 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


j3  g- 


<N 

Q\ 


~ < 
<L>  O 
<D 

£ o 

CO  o 


o ^ 

VO  C 

' cd 
CN  CO 


-o 


< 


ZJ 

O 


FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


JANUARY  1989  — PAGE  91 


minded  too  acutely  of  their  own  mortality  as  they  see 
her  progression  from  serious  hiker  to  one  who  can 
move  only  with  the  assistance  of  a walker  or  crutches. 
In  public  places,  like  grocery  stores,  people  would  see 
only  the  walker  and  ignore  the  person  behind  it. 

Such  de-personalization  is  difficult  to  bear. 

Reminder  #5  is  difficult  for  me  to  put  into  words. 

It  concerns  the  quality  of  friendship.  Perhaps 
Polonius’  advice  to  know  thyself  is  the  key.  Losing 
good  health  is  difficult  enough,  but,  if  one  must  also 
lose  one’s  friends  as  a result  of  ill  health,  there  is  a 
double  burden  on  the  ill  person.  I think  of  this 
reminder  to  myself  most  often  in  query  form:  Am  1 
mindful  of  the  needs  of  others  even  when  my  own 
preferences  are  not  upheld? 

Laugh  and  give  joy  whenever  possible,  Reminder  #6, 
is  directly  from  Norman  Cousins  and  his  experiences 
related  in  Anatomy  of  an  Illness.  My  own  style  is 
almost  that  of  an  ever-optimistic  Pollyanna;  I enjoy 
humor,  jokes,  and  am  guilty  of  making  terrible  puns 
whenever  possible.  This  quality,  however,  has 
recently  been  shown  to  be  beneficial  in  the  healing 
process.  If  your  Friend  in  need  has  a VCR,  you  might 
want  to  consider  renting  a humorous  film  as  your 
contribution  to  wellness.  Finding  light-hearted  books 
can  be  a challenge  but  one  your  needy  Friend  will 
greatly  appreciate.  Or,  as  my  Connecticut  friend  did, 
collect  and  pass  on  jokes.  While  the  illness  may  be 
solemn,  the  person  experiencing  it  need  not  be. 

Finally,  I found  I was  deeply  moved  by,  and 
appreciative  of,  those  who  shared  their  religious 
convictions  with  me.  It  is  not  necessary  to  agree  with 
those  convictions,  but  it  is  touching  and  comforting 
when  people  admit  they  have  done  all  they  can  and 
must  appeal  to  their  vision  of  God  for  further 
assistance.  Some  offered  to  pray  for  or  with  me. 

Some  had  masses  said  for  me.  Some  sent  inspirational 
material.  Quaker  Friends  held  me  constantly  in  the 
Light.  Each  was  important.  Reminder  #7  is  a Quaker 
tenet:  speak  to  that  of  God  in  each  person.  With  that 
firmly  in  mind,  the  other  six  just  naturally  follow. 


Gila  Friends  Meeting  Teaches 
“Earth  Caretakers” 

by  Debbie  Swetnam,  Qila  Meeting 

In  response  to  Marshall  Massey’s  concern  for 
“Unity  with  Nature,”  the  Intermountain  Yearly 
Meeting  made  “Care  of  the  Environment”  their 
theme  for  1988  and  1989.  Gila  Friends  Meeting  had 
the  challenge  and  joy  of  presenting  the  “Earth 
Caretakers”  curriculum  for  the  fourth  through  sixth 
graders  at  IMYM  1988. 

This  program,  created  by  the  Institute  for  Earth 
Education,  guides  and  encourages  people  to  incorpo- 
rate the  concepts  of  ecology  into  their  everyday  lives. 
It  consists  of  activities  that  immerse  children  in  actual 
physical  and  spiritual  experiences  with  nature.  We 
are  very  impressed  by  the  professional  and  Quakerly 
nature  of  this  approach  to  environmental  education. 

It  reflects  the  values  that  Quakers  hold  dear:  silence, 
stewardship,  and  a willingness  for  personal  and  social 
transformation. 

There  was  the  secret  entry  into  a giant  leaf  by  the 
children  disguised  as  “chlorophyll  spies”  in  order  to 
observe  and  explore  the  mystery  of  photosynthesis. 

At  a curious  banquet  in  the  woods  dramatizing  a food 
chain  with  the  hawk  as  the  top  consumer,  the 
question  posed  to  the  Earth  Caretakers-in-training 
was,  “Where  does  the  energy  of  the  hawk  go?”  As  if 
on  cue,  a dead  hawk  was  discovered  nearby.  The 
children  turned  it  over  to  see  a scavenger  beetle 
breaking  it  down.  A thrill  of  awe  and  wonder  shot 
through  the  group. 

On  the  last  day  everyone  made  written  commit- 
ments to  change  at  least  one  bad  environmental 
habit.  Ridding  the  planet  of  styrofoam  that  breaks 
down  the  ozone  layer,  was  a favorite.  Most  important 
and  popular  of  all,  were  the  “Magic  Spots.”  Led  to  a 
spot  by  the  inner  guide,  each  child  sat  by  a rustling 
cottonwood,  a tiny  creek,  or  up  on  the  red  mesa  facing 
bright  boulders  and  cliffs,  to  let  the  silence  link  each 
with  nature.  One  child  said  to  her  mother  after 
coming  back  from  her  Magic  Spot,  “I  wrote  in  my 
journal  and  you  can’t  know  about  what  I wrote.  I 
took  some  things  to  remember  my  Magic  Spot  and  left 
some  things  from  me  there.  I can’t  wait  to  go  back 
there.  (Continued  on  page  92) 
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(Qila:  continued  from  page  91) 

We,  too,  can’t  wait  to  go  back  to  IMYM  next  year, 
to  the  children  who  taught  us  so  much  and  to  the 
Earth  Caretaker  Program  which  offers  learning,  expe- 
riencing, sharing  and  a commitment  to  changing 
habits  so  we  might  better  care  for  the  earth  and  each 
other. 

A video  tape  of  this  year’s  program  is  available 
from  the  Gila  Friends  Meeting. 

For  more  information  about  Earth  Caretakers 
programs,  write  to:  Gila  Friends  Meeting,  % Unity 
with  Nature  Committee,  P.O.  Box  58,  Gila,  NM 
88038. 


Convoy  Comments 

by  Bob  Barns , Qrass  Valley  Meeting 

The  Veterans  Peace  Convoy  to  Nicaragua  was  a 
success  on  three  levels:  1 ) we  delivered  twenty 
vehicles  (followed  by  six  more  a few  weeks  later)  to 
assorted  non-governmental  agencies;  2)  we  exper- 
ienced a surprising  amount  of  spontaneous  support 
shown  by  people  all  over  the  States  and  3)  we  were 
able  to  network  along  our  four  routes  as  we  travelled 
through  the  states  to  Texas. 

I helped  drive  from  Portland,  Oregon  to  Texas 
(and  then  Washington,  D.C.)  with  a Nissan  pickup 
destined  for  a hospital  in  Corinto.  We  were  not 
bashful  about  who  we  were  and  very  quickly  began 
picking  up  signs  of  support  as  we  drove  the  freeways. 
People  would  honk  to  get  our  attention  as  they 
overtook  us  and  then  wave,  give  us  a “thumbs  up” 
sign,  a “V”  sign  or  — in  the  case  of  many  blacks  — a 
clenched  fist  salute.  This  happened  all  over: 
California  (even  Orange  County,  the  bastion  of  right- 
wingers), Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Texas  and  on 
through  the  South  to  D.C. 

While  buying  spare  parts  in  Austin,  Texas,  a man 
came  over  and  asked:  “Are  you  guys  on  that  convoy?” 
When  we  replied  that  we  were,  he  responded  with, 
“That’s  a great  job  you  are  doing.”  In  a Confederate 
campground  shrine  outside  Birmingham,  Alabama,  I 
was  talking  with  a neighboring  camper  family  who 


had  watched  us  come  in  for  that  one  night.  After 
about  twenty  minutes  the  man  produced  a ten-dollar 
bill,  telling  me  to  “fill  up  the  gas  tank  with  this.”  In 
Laredo  after  my  making  a brief  announcement  to  a 
Catholic  Church  about  who  we  were  and  what  we 
were  doing,  a Chicano  man  came  up  after  the  service 
and  gave  us  $10.  In  neither  case  had  we  asked  for 
money,  nor  hinted  at  it.  In  Oregon  a couple  spotted 
the  “Ben  Linder”  truck  by  its  sign,  stopped,  and  gave 
the  drivers  twenty  dollars.  (Ben  Linder  was  an 
Oregon  engineer  killed  by  the  contra  in  1987.)  Those 
were  typical  responses  on  all  the  routes:  Rocky 
Mountain,  Midwest,  Atlantic  and  our  own  Pacific 
Coast. 

As  we  came  through  the  smaller  towns,  the  people 
who  had  collected  clothes,  medicines,  toys  and  the 
like  told  us  how  honored  they  felt  at  our  having 
chosen  to  stop  there;  often  they  felt  they  were  far  out 
in  the  boondocks  with  no  one  paying  attention  to 
them;  now  they  were  clearly  part  of  a nation-wide 
effort  they  were  glad  to  support  and  which  they  felt 
supported  them.  People  took  us  to  their  houses  to 
shower  and  relax.  In  Raleigh,  N.C.,  one  woman  took 
some  of  our  dirty  clothes  at  midnight  and  returned 
them  to  us  washed,  dried  and  folded  at  7:00  a.m.! 

For  me  this  was  especially  grand.  I knew  I could 
return  to  my  friends  in  El  Jicaro,  in  Esteli',  in  Quilali', 
in  Ocotal  and  say  to  them,  “You  have  many  friends  in 
the  United  States.  You  have  not  met  them  yet,  but 
they  live  in  Ashland,  Oregon,  in  Chico  and  Visalia, 
California,  in  Tucson,  Arizona,  and  Laredo,  Texas, 
and  many  other  towns  and  cities  of  the  United  States. 
They  care  about  you  and  your  children  and  about 
Nicaragua  and  are  helping  you  in  as  many  ways  as 
they  can.”  To  be  able  to  carry  that  message  to  my 
friends  has  been  my  highlight  of  the  caravan. 


Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly 
Meeting,  Tenth  Month  14-16 
University  Meeting,  Seattle,  Washington 

by  Diane  Pasta , University  Meeting 

The  theme  of  this  Quarterly  meeting  was  Integrity. 
A keynote  speech  by  Margaret  Sorrel,  which  is 
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published  separately,  began  the  weekend  by  focusing 
on  the  history  of  integrity  in  the  Religious  Society  of 
Friends,  including  the  statement  of  the  theme  in 
current  queries  used  by  different  Yearly  Meetings. 

The  theme  continued  during  worship-sharing,  a panel 
discussion,  interest  groups  and  the  several  worship 
sessions. 

During  worship,  Friends  suggested  that  integrity  is 
being  fully  who  we  are.  We  are  called  to  center 
ourselves  on  God  and  to  live  as  we  believe.  Thus,  we 
express  the  gifts  and  accept  the  limitations  which  are 
given  us.  Our  worship -sharing  queries  focused  us 
further  on  integrity  asking:  1 ) What  do  you  do  to 
help  center  your  life  on  God?  2)  How  do  you 
prioritize  and  integrate  the  activities  of  your  life?  3) 
What  difficulties  do  you  have  keeping  simplicity, 
moderation  and  honesty  in  your  speech,  in  your 
manner  of  living  and  in  your  daily  work? 

A special  panel  of  many  contributors  gave  us  a 
taste  of  different  aspects  of  integrity.  Marilyn 
Schiffman  spoke  of  the  family:  using  an  analogy  of 
the  house  of  the  Lord.  Marilyn  queried  us  to  name 
the  person  on  our  family  tree  who  is  easiest  to  love, 
who  annoys  us  the  most,  who  frightens  us  the  most, 
who  had  one  of  the  saddest  lives,  who  is  a missing 
person  we  need  to  put  back  in. 

Alana  Amber-Oliver  talked  about  growing  up 
Quaker  and  gave  us  some  ideas  of  what  we  might  want 
to  see  for  our  own  children  growing  up  in  Meetings. 

Helen  Strittmatter  spoke  of  the  coherence  of  faith 
and  life  as  the  meaning  of  integrity.  Belief  is 
confirmed  by  experience,  which  creates  who  we  are. 
(To  the  extent  that  our  beliefs  create  the  experiences, 
this  means  reality  is  what  we  believe!)  God  nudges 
us,  guides  us  to  unconditional  love,  involves  us  in  a 
conspiracy  of  kindness.  We  need  humility  and  humor 
to  make  Quaker  process  work.  And  perspective. 

Chris  Hodgkin  spoke  on  sacraments  and  ritual. 
Integrity  is  a core  belief  out  of  which  our  testimonies 
arise.  Sacraments  are  the  outward  manifestation  of 
inward  grace.  The  water  with  which  we  wash  our 
children’s  clothes  is  as  sacred  as  any  other.  Universal- 
ity of  sacraments,  not  lack  of  them,  is  what  we 
Quakers  believe.  Individuals,  not  the  church,  create 
and  perform  the  sacraments  arising  from  their 
relationship  with  God.  We  must  find  “alive”  ways  to 
celebrate  the  sacraments;  completely  free  to  take 


shape,  fully  affirmative,  true  to  the  Spirit  in  order  to 
bring  meaning  to  life. 

Aki  Kurose  spoke  on  the  work-place.  She  teaches 
school  children  that  responsibility  lies  within, 
including  the  ability  to  identify  and  resolve  conflict 
without  reliance  on  authority;  that  we  must  respect 
ourselves  and  others;  and  to  recognize  the  wonders 
and  beauty  of  God’s  world. 

Sam  Elwonger  spoke  on  death  and  dying. 

Wouldn’t  we  change  a lot  if  we  were  dying?  Why  not 
change  now?  He  spoke  of  the  intentionality  of  the 
life  of  people  dying.  The  after  life  doesn’t  start  after: 
it  already  is. 

Each  of  these  topics  was  followed  by  an  interest 
group,  plus  one  on  integrity  and  the  environment  led 
by  Sara  Rivers. 

The  contra  dancing,  the  stories  by  Sara  Rivers,  the 
meals,  (we  did  them  all  ourselves  in  the  Meeting- 
house) and  the  free  time  allowed  for  some  community 
building  and  play.  The  children  went  to  the  Pacific 
Science  Center  as  one  of  their  activities  and  had  a full 
program. 

Some  missed  the  usual  rustic  camp  setting  that  put 
us  more  in  nature,  though  the  hospitality  arrange- 
ments were  also  an  opportunity  for  making  or 
deepening  friendships.  We  had  a good  attendance: 
about  125  adults,  nineteen  junior  friends  and  thirty 
children. 


Vhtal  Statistics 

Deaths 

Eugene  W.  Burroughs,  Jr.,  Hemet  Meeting,  died 
May  27,  1988. 

Marian  Marie  Chantry  Kramer,  Palo  Alto  Meeting, 
died  June  5,  1988. 

Ted  McBane,  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  died  June  20, 
1988. 

Henry  Spielman,  San  Francisco  Meeting,  died 
September  7,  1988. 

Merle  Perry,  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  died  September 
20,1988. 

Ruth  Elizabeth  Peters  Barret,  San  Diego  Meeting, 
died  November  5,  1988. 

Births 


Adoption  by  Mark  and  Mary  Louise  Lambert  of  a daughter 
Theresa  Marie,  bom  May  15,  1980.  Marc  is  a member  of 
Strawberry  Creek  (CA)  Meeting.  Mary  Louise  is  a member 
x)f  Clear  Creek  (IN)  Meeting.  > 
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Friendly  Bouquets 
Dear  Editor: 

Please  accept  the  enclosed  contribution  as  San 
Fernando  Valley  Friends’  continued  appreciation  and 
admiration  for  your  exceptional  leadership  as  editor  of 
Friends  Bulletin.  The  three  Yearly  Meetings  are  very 
well  served. 

The  presentation  of  the  many  sides  of  Quaker 
thought  and  spirituality  brings  us  closer  as  we  find 
threads  of  unity,  and  we  grow  in  the  process.  Your 
opening  words  seem  like  personal  greetings  that  invite 
us  to  share  the  messages  we  find  with  assurance  that 
we  will  be  rewarded.  It  is  hoped  that  you  are  blessed 
in  the  giving  as  we  are  in  the  receiving. 

In  love  and  peace, 

AI  Jones  and  Lois  Vincent 

Co'Clerks,  San  Fernando  Valley  Meeting 


Wandering  Among  the  Poor 
Dear  Editor: 

In  his  new  package  of  advices,  Dialogue  With 
Friends,  Jack  Powelson  speaks  much  to  my  condition. 
Jack  tells  us,  “It  would  be  in  the  tradition  of  Friends  to 
wander  among  the  poor,  respecting  them  as  equals, 
asking  what  is  on  their  minds,  learning  from  them, 
and  searching  in  silent  worship  for  guidance.” 

I did  not  think  Facing  Social  Revolution  worthy  of 
comment.  Jack  merely  told  us  his  troubles,  troubles 
with  Friends  and  the  rest  of  the  world.  However, 
Jack’s  written  insights  have  been  wonderfully 
improved  by  his  “wander  among  the  poor”  — the 
knowledge  poor  of  many  Friends’  gatherings. 

I thank  Jack  for  reaching  out  to  us  and  I thank 
each  Friend  who  confronted  Jack.  On  his  third 
journey  Jack  has  demonstrated  that  wandering  among 
the  knowledge  poor  “respecting  them  as  equals,  asking 
what  is  on  their  minds,  learning  from  them”  is 
essential  and  can  be  successful. 

Sincerely, 

Will  Alexander,  San  Luis  Obispo 


Friendly  Words  from  Australia 
Dear  Editor: 

Thanks  for  sending  the  [November]  Friends 
Bulletin.  It  was  a great  issue  and  an  apt  reminder  of 
the  flavor  of  FWCC. . .. 

We  are  pretty  devastated  by  the  ten  year  renewals 
of  U.S.  bases  here,  with  a three  year  notification  of 
closure  period.  It  ties  us  in  to  helping  with  possible 
use  of  nuclear  weapons  for  so  long,  and  feels  like  a slap 
in  the  face  with  a wet  fish!  But  it  has  happened 
because  the  peace  movement  is  getting  its  message 
across  — 44%  of  Australians  now  oppose  the  bases, 
and  58%  of  young  people  are  enlightened.  But  we 
will  keep  on,  and  maybe  focus  more  on  banning 
nuclear  warships! 

With  loving  greetings, 

Jo  Vallentine 


Further  News  from  Australia  ... 

“Jo  Vallentine  arrested  in  protest  against  visiting 
destroyer  — Perth,  Australia 

Anth nuclear  activist  Senator  Jo  Vallentine 
(Independent,  Western  Australia),  handcuffed  herself 
to  the  gangway  of  the  British  warship  Edinburgh  when 
it  docked  at  Freemantle,  to  protest  the  visit  of  nuclear 
armed  ships  to  Australia  as  part  of  the  country’s 
Bicentenary  celebrations.  Senator  Vallentine  told  the 
Australian  Government  that  other  countries  should 
have  been  invited  to  the  Bicentenary,  ‘but  don’t  bring 
nuclear  arms’  . . . 

Die  Duchess  of  York  was  among  those  who  turned 
out  to  greet  the  ship.  It  was  carrying  her  husband 
Prince  Andrew.” 


A Journalist’s  Assessment 

[Re:  “Working  Through  Politics  for  Peace " F.B. 

Nov.  88] 

Dear  Editor: 

Good  for  you!  And  great  for  Jo  Vallentine! 
Australia  has  obviously  produced  another,  the  equal 
of  Helen  Caldicott. 

I am  sure  the  world  will  soon  take  note  of  Val- 
lentine,  and  she  will  emerge  on  a bigger  stage. 

Love, 

David  M unro,  Orange  County  Meeting 
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Book  Review 

by  Tom  Hunt , Quatemala  Worship  Qroup 

Roshi  Philip  Kapleau,  The  Three  Pillars  of  Zen: 
Teaching , Practice , Enlightenment . New  York: 
Anchor/Doubleday,  1980,  revised  and  expanded. 
Paper  $10.95. 

Friends  can  certainly  deepen  and  enrich  their 
practice  of  silent  worship  by  becoming  acquainted 
with  Zen  Buddhism,  especially  its  central  focus  on 
meditation  (zazen)  as  the  path  to  enlightenment. 

As  Friends  do  we  not  identify  closely  with  the 
enlightenment  experience  (satori)  as  a discovery  “that 
the  universe  and  onself  are  not  remote  and  apart  but 
an  intimate,  palpitating  whole”?  And:  “With  perfect 
enlightenment  we  apprehend  that  our  conception  of 
the  world  as  dual  and  antithetical  is  false,  and  upon 
this  realization  the  world  of  Oneness,  of  true  harmony 
and  peace,  is  revealed.”  And:  “When  you  truly 
realize  the  world  of  oneness,  you  could  not  fight 
another  even  if  he  wanted  to  kill  you,  for  that  person 
is  nothing  less  than  a manifestation  of  yourself.  It 
would  not  even  be  possible  to  struggle  against  him  . . . 
In  the  same  way,  all  of  nature,  mountains  and  rivers, 
are  seen  as  oneself.  In  this  deeper  realization  of 
oneness  you  will  feel  the  preciousness  of  each  object 
in  the  universe,  rejecting  nothing,  since  things  as  well 
as  people  will  be  seen  as  essential  aspects  of  yourself.” 

Zen  Buddhism  comes  alive  for  us  as  the  author 
(himself  a Zen  Master)  reports  in  detail,  one  by  one, 
the  enlightenment  experiences  of  Japanese  and 
Western  seekers  and  their  encounters  with  their  Zen 
Masters  along  the  way.  One  of  these  encounters  takes 
place  with  Master  Yasutani  at  Pendle  Hill. 

The  three  basic  elements  of  Zen  meditation, 
posture,  breathing,  and  concentration  are  described 
and  illustrated  with  drawings  (the  lotus  position  is 
strongly  recommended,  but  one  can  make  spiritual 
progress  meditating  in  a straight-backed  chair  with  a 
cushion  under  the  buttocks  and  feet  resting  firmly  on 
the  floor). 

The  Zen  enlightenment  experience  recalls  the 
concluding  lines  of  Kenneth  Boulding’s  first  Nayler 
Sonnet: 


As  l,  a member  of  creation,  sing 
The  burning  oneness  binding  everything . 

Zen  satori:  “the  realization  of  Oneness.”  George 
Fox:  “In  the  Light  wait,  where  unity  is.”  Indeed, 
James  Naylor:  “There  is  a spirit  which  I feel.” 

Memorials 

Eugene  Burroughs 

Eugene  Woodland  Burroughs,  Jr.  died  in  Hemet, 
California  on  May  27,  1988,  at  the  age  of  73.  He  was 
a founding  member  of  Hemet  Friends  Meeting  and 
clerk  of  the  Meeting  prior  to  his  stroke  in  1986.  A 
memorial  service  was  held  June  5 at  Meadowlark 
Holistic  Center.  It  was  well  attended  by  many  people 
he  had  loved  and  helped. 

Gene  was  born  November  16,  1914,  in  Norfolk, 
Virginia.  He  became  a Friend  shortly  after  marrying 
Estelle  Burton  on  November  24,  1946.  At  various 
periods  of  his  life,  he  was  a member  of  the  following 
meetings  in  Pennsylvania:  Bristol,  Providence, 
Swarthmore  and  Radnor;  in  California:  Inland  Valley 
Meeting,  Riverside  and  Hemet  Meeting. 

Gene  was  graduated  from  Virginia  Polytechnic 
Institute  in  1936  as  a chemical  engineer.  He  received 
his  Master’s  degree  in  psychology  from  Temple 
University  in  1956.  He  worked  as  a chemical 
engineer  for  Arco  and  also  taught  psychology  at 
Rutgers  University  and  Mount  San  Jacinto  College. 

Gene  was  recognized  by  Arco  for  tutoring 
underprivileged  children  in  Philadelphia.  He 
received  the  Special  President’s  Award  for  Outstand- 
ing Service  from  the  Hemet  Kiwanis  Club  in  1976. 

He  worked  as  a volunteer  vocational  counselor  for 
young  Quakers.  Gene  was  also  chosen  as  Volunteer  of 
the  Year  in  1983  by  the  Hemet  Family  Service 
Association. 

Gene  is  survived  by  his  widow  Estelle;  a son  John 
Burroughs,  of  San  Diego;  a daughter  June  Burroughs, 
also  of  San  Diego;  and  a sister  June  Brock  of  Virginia 
Beach,  Virginia. 

Gene  was  known  for  his  steady  guidance  and 
cheerful  aspect  at  the  Hemet  Friends  Meeting.  He 
lived  a full  and  fruitful  life  and  enriched  the  lives  of 
those  who  knew  him. 
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Marion  Marie  Chantry  Kramer 

At  the  time  of  Marion  Marie  Chantry  Kramer’s 
death  on  June  5,  1988,  in  the  Stanford  Hospital  at  the 
age  of  91,  she  still  remembered  in  intimate  detail  a 
great  deal  of  Quaker  history  which  she  had  experi- 
enced.  What  we  read  about,  she  had  lived. 

Marion  was  born  July  8,  1896,  in  the  Black  Hills  of 
South  Dakota,  of  Quaker  parents.  When  she  was 
three  the  family  moved  by  covered  wagon  to  Iowa, 
near  Des  Moines,  where  there  was  a community  of 
Quaker  farmers,  and  she  shared  her  memories  of  their 
religious  life,  especially  of  the  travelling  ministers  who 
would  stay  with  Friends  for  weeks  at  a time,  bringing 
the  stimulus  of  the  wider  Society  of  Friends  to  the 
isolated  rural  meeting. 

Pursuing  almost  the  only  career  open  to  women 
then,  Marion  studied  at  Grimes  Normal  School  in 
Iowa  and  became  a teacher,  first  in  Iowa  then  in 
Johnston,  Colorado,  where  she  drove  the  school  bus 
as  well.  She  married  Allan  Kramer,  an  artist,  in 
Denver,  1920,  an  enduring  companionship  which 
ended  only  with  Allan’s  death  less  than  a year  ago. 
They  later  lived  in  Arizona,  where  Allan  painted  and 
Marion  taught  in  an  Indian  school  near  Camp  Verde, 
and  in  Yosemite  Valley  during  the  childhood  of  their 
children,  Lloyd  and  Lenore. 

A pioneer  by  birth  and  nurture,  Marion  was  an 
advocate  of  women’s  rights  and  planned  parenthood 
when  they  lived  in  Southern  California  in  the  late 
twenties  and  early  thirties.  In  1942  the  family  moved 
to  Berkeley.  Marion  and  her  son  simultaneously 
attended  the  University  of  California  where  she 
earned  a B.  A.  in  public  speaking  and  election  to  Phi 
Beta  Kappa.  Later  she  earned  her  M.  A.  in  speech  at 
Stanford  University,  and  continued  her  teaching 
career  in  speech  and  English  in  the  Bay  Area  where 
she  was  active  in  the  San  Francisco  Friends  Meeting. 

After  retirement  Marion  and  Allan  traveled 
widely,  and  lived  a year  in  the  Canary  Islands  before 
settling  near  their  son  in  Claremont,  California.  She 
worked  with  the  AFSC  Prison  Visitation  Program  in 
Pasadena  and  was  responsible  for  its  growth  and  many 
innovative  programs. 

Marion’s  membership  to  the  Palo  Alto  Friends 
Meeting  came  by  transfer  from  Claremont  in  1976. 
She  volunteered  as  a visitor  to  shut-ins  and  was  a 


founder  and  charter  member  of  the  non-profit 
Midpeninsula  Health  Service,  Inc. 

We  are  grateful  for  her  long,  productive  life 
consistently  guided  by  a quiet,  confident  spirituality 
which  will  remain  an  inspiration  to  those  who  knew 
her. 


Ted  McBane 

John  Kendall  “Ted”  McBane  was  born  in  Fortville, 
Indiana,  and  was  a lifelong  member  of  the  Society  of 
Friends.  He  graduated  from  Earlham  College,  where 
he  met  his  wife  of  48  years,  Margaret  “Peg”  Goodrich 
Coale,  and  from  Indiana  University  Medical  School. 
He  served  as  an  officer  in  the  U.S.  Public  Health 
service  in  World  War  II,  then  settled  permanently  in 
Arcadia,  California.  There  he  was  a founder  of  the 
Arcadia  Medical  Clinic  and  helped  to  establish  three 
hospitals  in  the  San  Gabriel  Valley.  He  was  also 
prominent  in  other  community  affairs.  Peg  and  Ted 
were  very  hospitable  to  foreign  students  and  traveled 
extensively  due  to  “a  wish  for  love  and  harmony 
among  people  around  the  world.”  An  avid  gardener, 
he  conceived  of  his  international  collection  of  plants 
and  flowers  as  “a  United  Nations  of  Horticulture.” 

Ted  was  an  active  member  of  Orange  Grove 
Friends  Meeting,  and  is  dearly  missed  by  many 
devoted  friends  and  patients.  He  valued  personal 
contact  with  the  patients  his  family  practice  afforded 
and  unstintingly  served  them. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  Peg,  his  four  children 
(Baxter,  Barbara,  Kip,  and  Margo),  and  five  grand- 
children. His  memorial  service  was  held  on  July  3 at 
the  First  Friends  Church  in  Pasadena.  He  died  at 
home  from  cancer  on  June  20,  1988. 

u m u 

Henry  William  Spielman 

Henry  William  Spielman,  son  of  Beatrice 
Whiddon  and  Henry  C.  Spielman,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 28,  1911  in  Chickasha,  Oklahoma  and  died  of 
cancer  on  September  7,  1988  in  San  Francisco, 
California.  A memorial  meeting  was  held  at  San 
Francisco  Meeting  on  September  17.  Henry  grew  up 
in  Lawton  and  Oklahoma  City,  and  received  his  M.S. 
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degree  in  Agricultural  Economics  from  Oklahoma 
State  University  in  Stillwater. 

Henry  was  a Conscientious  Objector  in  World 
War  II,  and  joined  the  U.S.  Foreign  Service  in  1942. 
He  traveled  extensively  in  Brazil,  India,  Pakistan, 
Afghanistan,  Bangladesh,  Nepal  and  Sri  Lanka.  Some 
of  his  favorite  pastimes  were  softball  and  deep  sea 
fishing.  He  married  Jan  Randall  on  May  20,  1952  in 
Karachi,  Pakistan. 

The  Spielmans  moved  to  San  Francisco  in  1966 
where  Henry  became  active  in  the  Meeting  as  well  as 
in  the  Friends  Committee  on  Legislation,  the  United 
Nations  Association  and  the  World  Affairs  Council. 
Henry  became  a member  of  San  Francisco  Friends 
Meeting  on  December  9,  1973  when  his  membership 
was  transferred  from  Friends  Meeting  of  Washington, 
D.C. 

Henry  served  our  Meeting  in  many  ways,  partici- 
pating in  most  committees  over  the  years.  He  served 
on  Ministry  and  Oversight  Committee  for  two  years  as 
clerk.  He  was  clerk  of  the  Nominating  Committee 
and  served  on  the  committee  to  greet  Friends  and 
visitors  at  the  front  door.  Henry  loved  the  children  of 
the  Meeting,  and  delighted  in  teaching  them  some  of 
the  wood-carving  skills  he  developed  during  his 
travels  abroad  and  continued  throughout  his  life. 

Many  of  our  children  have  a wooden  Snoopy  carved 
and  painted  under  Henry’s  gentle,  patient  instruction 
and  many  Friends  own  a piece  of  Henry’s  work  which 
he  loved  to  give  away. 

In  remembering  Henry  the  words  that  Friends  use 
are  “dependable,”  “reliable,”  “possessed  of  a steady 
faith  and  a certainty  of  Christ,”  and  “a  quiet,  gentle 
man  of  great  depth.”  Henry  had  a great  concern  for 
others.  Even  in  his  own  illness  he  could  write  to 
another  seriously  ill  Friend  to  remind  him  that  it  is 
God  who  breathes  Life  into  us.  “The  real  Henry,”  he 
wrote,  “is  a lot  more  than  what  you  see  and  touch  .... 
That  of  God  which  is  me  is  whole  and  good  and 
perfect.” 

For  the  last  several  years  Henry  developed  a 
growing  leading  towards  adult  religious  education, 
serving  on  that  committee  since  1980,  most  of  those 
years  as  clerk.  Henry  never  tired  of  reading  the  Bible, 
and  valued  the  long  bus  ride  to  Meeting  every  Sunday 
for  the  chance  it  gave  him  to  read.  He  particularly 
loved  the  King  James  Version  for  the  power  and 


beauty  of  the  language.  Week  after  week  Henry  led  or 
arranged  for  discussions  of  the  Bible  or  other  religious 
material,  encouraging  us  to  go  beneath  the  surface  of 
the  words  and  dwell  in  the  Spirit  which  gave  them 
forth. 

Henry  will  long  be  remembered  and  loved  for  his 
patient,  gentle  service  as  he  sought  God’s  will  and 
encouraged  us  to  do  likewise. 


"A  Quaker,”  wood  sculpture  by  Henry  Spielman.  Photo 
by  Jerry  Jones,  San  Francisco  Meeting. 
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enjoyment  and  deepen  friendships  in  the  Meeting 

community. 

Silent  retreats  have  also  been  mentioned  by  several 
Meetings  as  sources  of  healing,  nurturance  and 
renewal. 

Worshiping,  learning  more  of  one  another’s  lives, 
encouraging  creativity,  reaching  out  to  the  homeless, 
hungry  and  desperate,  meeting  the  needs  of  our 
members  suffering  from  AIDS,  working  for  a non- 
nuclear, disarmed  and  environmentally  safe  world  — 
these  are  the  tapestry  of  our  days.  They  are  infusions 
of  hope.  They  are  faith  embodied  in  acts.  They  are 
signs  that  God  is  alive  and  active  in  the  world 
working  toward  good  in  what  the  poet  William  Blake 
calls  “Minute  Particulars  ...  He  who  would  do  good  to 
another  must  do  it  in  Minute  Particulars:  General 
Good  is  the  plea  of  the  scoundrel,  the  hypocrite  and 
flatterer  ....  It  is  in  Particulars  that  Wisdom  consists 
and  Happiness,  too.”  (Goddard  1956,  17  - 18) 

Blake’s  social  and  political  philosophy  is  ably 
presented  by  Harold  Goddard  in  his  Pendle  Hill 
Pamphlet  #86,  cited  at  the  beginning  of  this  editorial. 
His  pamphlet  is  a treasure  I return  to  ritually:  “Force 
cannot  be  overcome  by  reason.  Force  can  be 
overcome  only  by  a higher  order  of  force.  Imagina- 
tion is  that  force.”  (p.  36.  Read  Goddard  further  to 
understand  what  Blake  meant  by  Reason  and 
Imagination.) 

And  so  in  1989  may  we  envision  and  become  that 
overcoming  force  for  good  which  is  described  by  Jesus 
in  the  Book  of  Matthew,  by  Gandhi  in  his  life  of 
truth-force,  by  Blake  in  his  prophetic  writing  and  art. 

Shirley  Ruth 


1989  Redwood  Quaker  Conference  on  Religion 
and  Psychology  at  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center, 
February  17-20,  1989,  Created  Male  and  Female 
An  exploration-in-community  of  masculine/ 
feminine  archetypes,  social  roles,  and  polarities  of  the 
self,  and  their  effects  on  our  spiritual  quest,  our 
Quaker  lives,  our  ways  of  being  human.  Center-Ring 
of  three  men,  three  women,  will  share  personal 
journeys  as  prelude  to  sharing  by  conference  partici- 


pants. Registrar:  Reba  Fournier,  (415)  851  - 1761, 
108  Paloma  Rd.,  Portola  Valley,  CA  94035. 


Southern  California  Friends’  Conference  on 
Religion  and  Psychology 
April  7 - 9,  1989 

Friends  are  invited  to  the  Spring  conference  to  be 
held  at  Rancho  del  Cielo  near  Ramona.  The  theme 
will  be  Psyche  and  Spirit:  Sharing  the  Inward 
Journey ♦ We  will  explore  life  as  a journey  that  we  are 
travelling:  what  have  we  suffered;  what  have  we 
learned?  Our  fellow  travellers  are  Margo  Pomeroy,  a 
member  of  Claremont  Meeting  who  has  dealt  in 
depth  with  issues  of  health  and  fitness;  Jim  Brune,  a 
former  Clerk  of  La  Jolla  Meeting,  who  is  a scientist; 
and  Jeanne  Lohmann,  a member  of  San  Francisco 
Meeting  who  is  a poet. 

Registration  information  will  be  sent  to  meetings. 
Or  you  may  contact  committee  registrar,  Joe  Franko, 
at  631  Cochran  #101,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90036  for 
more  information. 


Exploring  Call  and  True  Vocation: 

An  Invitation  to  Journey  Inward,  A Weekend 
with  Kim  Hollingsworth,  February  24  - 26,  1989, 
Quaker  Center,  Box  686,  Ben  Lomond,  CA  95005, 
Phone  (408)  336  - 8333. 

A weekend  exploring  the  spiritual  journey,  life 
experience  and  gifts  which  are  leading  us  to  live 
creatively  and  authentically  in  the  world,  honoring 
what  is  deepest  in  ourselves.  Expect  a safe  place  to 
explore  your  inner  life  as  a call  to  spiritual  maturity 
and  ministry.  Each  of  us  will  have  time  for  waiting  in 
silence,  prayer,  reflection  and  journaling,  as  well  as 
experiential  exercises. 

Kimberley  Hollingsworth  spent  the  past  three  years 
designing  and  leading  programs  in  her  position  as 
Executive  Secretary  for  Fellowship  in  Prayer,  a private 
foundation  whose  purpose  is  to  encourage  the  practice 
of  prayer  and  meditation  among  people  of  all  faiths. 
She  is  a member  of  the  Princeton  Monthly  Meeting, 
Princeton,  New  Jersey. 
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A Time  to  be  Silent 

A Time  to  Speak  About  Justice,  Peace,  and  the 
Inteqrity  of  Creation 

The  Peace  Committee  of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is 
sponsoring  a weekend  of  fellowship,  reflection  and 
witness,  March  10  - 12,  1989  in  Nevada.  The  Peace 
Committee  intends  that  this  weekend  will  provide  an 
opportunity  for  Friends  to  share  the  spiritual  basis  of 
their  historic  peace  testimony  with  that  of  gathered 
Brethren  and  Mennonites.  Like-minded  persons 
committed  to  nonviolence  are  encouraged  to  join  in 
the  strength  of  this  witness. 

The  Nevada  Desert  Experience  (NDE)  is  helping 
to  host  this  weekend  as  part  of  their  Lenten  Desert 
Experience  VIII.  The  Nevada  Desert  Experience  is  a 
faith-based  organization,  with  a Franciscan  origin  and 
scriptural  values,  working  to  end  nuclear  weapons 
testing  at  the  Nevada  Test  Site  through  prayer, 
dialogue  and  nonviolent  direct  action. 

The  gathering  will  begin  in  Las  Vegas  with 
fellowship  on  Friday  evening  and  continue  with  a 
program  on  Saturday.  On  Sunday  morning  we  will 
travel  from  Las  Vegas  to  the  Nevada  Test  Site  for 
worship  and  witness,  ending  around  noon.  The 
program  is  designed  both  for  those  who  can  arrive  on 
Friday  evening  and  for  those  unable  to  arrive  before 
noon  on  Saturday.  Staff  of  the  NDE  will  provide 
sleeping  bag  space,  local  transportation,  and  meals  for 
$25  per  person.  For  a brochure  and  registration  form 
write:  Nevada  Desert  Experience,  P.O.  Box  4487,  Las 
Vegas,  NV  89127  or  Linda  Dunn,  Peace  Committee 
Clerk,  250  E.  Blaine,  Riverside,  CA  92507. 

(Announcements  continued  on  back  cover) 


Classified  Ads 


All  ads  submitted  must  be  consistent  with  the  beliefs 
and  testimonies  of  Friends.  $.40  per  word.  Minimum 
charge  $8.00.  Add  10%  if  boxed.  ALL  ADS  MUST  BE 
PREPAID,  payment  accompanying  copy.  Graphics  serv- 
ices available  through  Friends  Bulletin.  Write  for  an 
estimate.  Send  for  information  sheet  with  prices  for 
display  advertisments  and  mechanical  requirements. 

Copy  Deadline:  30  days  prior  to  publication. 

Publishing  of  advertisements  does  not  imply  endorse- 
ment by  Friends  Bulletin. 


Positions  Available 

SEARCH  FOR  PENDLE  HILL  SOCIAL  CONCERNS 
TEACHER 

Pendle  Hill,  a Quaker  center  for  adult  study  and  con- 
templation, is  accepting  applications  for  a resident 
teacher  in  the  field  of  social  concerns.  Qualified 
candidates  will  have  the  following  credentials:  college  or 
graduate  teaching  experience,  graduate  degree  or 
published  work,  or  extensive  field  experience  in  social 
change.  Credentials  will  be  in  one  or  more  of  these 
areas:  peace  and  justice,  communities,  environmental 
concerns,  right  sharing  of  world  resources,  and  interfaith 
collaboration  in  these  areas.  The  position  requires  an 
instinct  for  community,  multi-generational  and  interna- 
tional, and  compatibility  with  the  witness  of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends.  Pendle  Hill’s  philosophy  calls  for  a 
faculty  ensemble  with  an  open  approach  to  education  in 
which  teaching  and  leading  are  balanced  by  listening  and 
learning. 

Position  available  September  1,  1989.  For  more 
information  and  application  procedures,  call  or  write  Kurt 
Brandenburg,  Dean,  or  Margery  Walker,  Executive  Clerk, 
Pendle  Hill,  Wallingford,  PA  19086.  (215)  566  - 4507. 


SOLICITATION  OF  INTEREST 

Friends  House,  a Quaker  lifecare  community  with 
skilled  nursing  and  retirement  housing  located  in  Santa 
Rosa,  California,  will  be  hiring  an  Executive  Director  and  a 
Chief  Financial  Officer.  If  interested,  respond  to:  Clerk, 
FASE  Personnel  Committee,  P.O.  Box  8497,  Sacramento, 
CA  95818. 


PENDLE  HILL  MAINTENANCE.  Needed:  solid  skills  in 
electrical,  plumbing,  carpentry,  or  mechanical  and  lively 
interest  in  using  them  in  an  educational  setting.  Modest 
salary.  Generous  benefits,  including  family  housing  and 
full  board.  Apply  to  Paul  Alexander,  Pendle  Hill, 
Wallingford,  PA  19086.  (215)  566  - 4507. 


SCATTERGOOD  FRIENDS  SCHOOL,  a coeducational 
boarding  high  school,  is  seeking  qualified  candidates  for 
the  position  of  director  beginning  with  the  1989-90 
school  year.  Established  in  1890  under  the  care  of  Iowa 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  Scattergood  is  located  in  the 
rolling  famland  of  East  Central  Iowa  near  West  Branch, 
With  an  enrollment  of  60  students  in  grades  9-12, 
Scattergood  provides  a solid  academic  education  along 
with  training  in  practical  life  skills.  For  more  information 
and  an  application  form,  contact  Beth  Wilson,  Search 
Committee,  R.R.  2 Box  24,  Paullina,  IA  51046.  The 
deadline  for  applications  is  February  28,  1989. 
Scattergood  is  an  affirmative  action  employer. 
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PYM  Clerk's  Call  to  Representative 
Meeting 

by  Hermione  Baker,  M orango  Basin  Worship  Qroup 

Representative  Committee  of  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting  will  be  held  at  Claremont  Friends  Meeting 
House,  727  West  Harrison  Avenue  in  Claremont,  on 
Saturday,  March  4,  1989.  Sessions  will  begin  with 
worship  at  8:30  A.M.  Committees  may  want  to  meet 
on  Friday  evening;  so  members  will  want  to  plan  to 
travel  on  Friday  in  order  to  attend  those  meetings. 
Some  of  the  matters  to  be  considered  are  future  sites 
for  PYM;  expansion  of  the  Discipline  Committee  to 
plan  for  a revised  Faith  and  Practice  within  the  next 
ten  years;  the  role  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  will  assume 
regarding  the  rights  of  indigenous  peoples  in  the 
Pacific  Islands  as  well  as  in  this  country;  the  meaning 
of  membership  in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends;  a 
role  for  Friends  in  the  Nevada  Desert  Experience; 
publishing  Faith  and  Practice  in  the  Spanish  language; 
further  consideration  of  a PYM  Publishing  Commit' 
tee.  All  of  the  above  items  were  held  over  for  further 
consideration  at  August  Representative  Committee 
sessions.  If  committees  which  are  meeting  now  have 
new  agenda  items,  they  should  be  submitted  to  the 
Clerk  in  time  for  publication  early  in  February,  in 
letters  to  representatives.,  A letter  will  also  be  sent  to 
representatives  in  mid-January.  We  are  looking 
forward  to  having  all  Meetings  and  Preparative 
Meetings  represented  in  Claremont  on  March  4. 


Three  Yearly  Meeting 

Dates 

IMYM 

June  14  - 18  Ft.  Lewis, 
Durango,  CO 

NPYM 

July  19-23  Pacific  Lutheran 
University,  Tacoma,  WA 

PYM 

August  6 - 12  La  Verne 
University,  La  Verne,  CA 

POSTMASTERS:  SEND  FORM  3579 
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2160  Lake  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94121 
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Third  Annual  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  Quaker 
Peace  Tour  of  the  Soviet  Union 
June  22  - July  19,  1989 
28  DAYS  FOR  $2,950.00 
As  with  the  first  two  tours,  the  emphasis  is  on 
individual  contacts  and  community  building.  There  is 
nothing  that  compares  with  sharing  such  an  experi- 
ence with  a group  of  Friends.  Worshipping  together 
each  morning,  we  strengthen  the  bonds  between  us 
and  give  individual  support  and  direction  for  the  ad- 
venture that  day  offers. 

Itinerary  includes: 

10  days  in  Moscow,  4 days  in  Yerevan,  5 days  in  Kiev, 
and  1 to  2 days  in  Novogrod,  Leningrad,  Samarkand, 
and  Baku. 

Costs  include: 

flight  from  San  Francisco,  all  meals,  trade  union 
hotels  in  USSR,  2 nights  in  London,  and  pre-  and 
post  tour  workshops  at  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center, 
Ben  Lomond,  CA. 

Tour  limited  to  30.  15  spaces  still  available. 
Contact  tour  coordinator  NOW  to  get  on  list:  Julie 
Harlow,  1163  Auburn  Dr.,  Davis,  CA  95616,  (916) 

753  - 6826.  (Slide  shows  of  past  tours  available  on 
request.) 


